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Why is Saudi Arabia, the world's largest oil exporter, involved in a costly and merciless war against

its mountainous southern neighbor Yemen, the poorest country in the Middle East? When the

Saudis attacked the hitherto obscure Houthi militia, which they believed had Iranian backing, to oust

Yemen's government in 2015, they expected an easy victory. They appealed for Western help and

bought weapons worth billions of dollars from Britain and America; yet two years later the Houthis, a

unique Shia sect, have the upper hand.In her revealing portrait of modern Yemen, Ginny Hill delves

into its recent history, dominated by the enduring and pernicious influence of career dictator Ali

Abdullah Saleh, who ruled for three decades before being forced out by street protests in 2011.

Saleh masterminded patronage networks that kept the state weak, allowing conflict, social inequality

and terrorism to flourish. In the chaos that follows his departure, civil war and regional interference

plague the country while separatist groups, Al-Qaeda and ISIS compete to exploit the broken state.

And yet, Yemen endures.
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I purchased this book from England where it was released a few months earlier than in the US. The

book is a blend of historical account, and journalist essay, covering the period from 1960 until early

2016. It gives a vivid depiction of the complex interwoven elements that form the remarkable

Yemeni political landscape. It has very detailed references and notes, and an excellent index. The

tone is serious, detailed, factual, and perceptive. An outstanding work, it gives a very informative

background for the tragic 2017 developments in Yemen.
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